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SUBJECT: HIATUS IN CONTACTS BETWEEN ISRAELIS AND PLO 

REF: TEL AVIV 23 11 

1 . DAVID SHAHAM, EDITOR OF NEW OUTLOOK AND MEMBER OF 
THE ISRAEL COUNCIL FOR ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE 

(IPC), TOLD EMBOFF APRIL 15 THAT SINCE THE DISAPPOINTING 
RESULTS OF THE PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL 
IN CAIRO, IPC-PLO CONTACTS HAVE NOT RESUMED. THERE 
HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF PHONE CALLS, BUT THE PLO HAS 
NOT SUGGESTED A RESUMPTION OF CONTACTS, HE SAID. IN 
VIEW OF THE PNC'S DISAPPOINTING RESULTS, THE IPC HAS 
DECIDED NOT TO MEET AGAIN WITH PLO REPRESENTATIVES 
UNLESS THEY AGREE THAT SUCH MEETINGS CAN BE A 
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MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD WITHOUT CONTRADICTION 
FROM PLO OFFICIALS. 

2. SHAHAM INDICATED THAT THE IPC FELT DECEIVED BY 
SABRI JIRYIS, WHO OVERSTATED THE IMPORTANCE OF PLO 
"MODERATES" AS WELL AS HIS OWN PULL WITH ARAFAT. 
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3. SHAHAM ALSO SAID THAT IPC-SPONSORED POLLS HAD 
SHOWN THAT PRIOR TO THE PNC, THE PUBLICIZED IPC- 
PLO CONTACTS HAD SUCCEEDED IN RAISING FROM SEVEN 
PERCENT TO FORTY PERCENT THE RATIO OF ISRAELIS WHO 
SUPPORTED (UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS) THE IDEA OF 
NEGOTIATING WITH THE PLO. SINCE THEN HOWEVER, SHAHAM 
SAID, THIS PROGRESS HAD WILTED "LIKE SPROUTING 
SEEDS AFTER A DROUGHT." 

DUNNIGAN 
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